         H.V.V.C.C. GRADING AND HANDICAP SYSTEM (2011)
This year Jim Stewart is the handicapper,Tony Distefano is assistant handicapper.
The handicapper has the responsibility for allocating grades and handicap positions.

The handicapper currently uses the following system in determining grades/positions.

                ALL SCRATCH RACES(INCLUDING INVITATIONS)
     A points system will operate in club racing to determine if a rider is to be upgraded.

(a) First place will attract 4 points, second will be 3 points, third will be 2 points.

(b) A rider in B,C,D,E, grades, accumulating 9 points over his/her last  six 
scratch races, may be upgraded. Riders winning their last two scratch races in
        B,C,D,E and F grades may be upgraded.
(c) The upgraded rider may remain in the higher grade for three races.

(d) Any rider “dropped” in three consecutive starts may be relegated.

(e) Any rider upgrading themselves, must have three starts in the higher grade.
NOTE: 1.”F” Grade will carry 10 points for an upgrade.
              2.  A downgraded rider  will be reassessed after his/her  performance in the lower grade,and may be returned to his/her previous grade, as soon as possible,
if it is obvious he/she is performing well enough.

             3. No points will be allocated if a place attracts no prizemoney.

             4. Results in other races anywhere in the central division may determine

the allocation of an invitation grade to any rider.

             5. Riders must race to their best ability at all times.  

       NEW RIDERS WILL BE RE-ASSESSED AFTER EACH  RACE. 
                                            HANDICAP EVENTS

    The handicapper will allocate a mark or group for each rider in a handicap event.

     Riders of similar grade or ability will be grouped at predetermined intervals.

    Slower, or lower graded riders, will be the first to start, (LIMIT), then faster groups

    will follow at intervals decided by previous handicap events. The last group to start

    will normally be the fastest riders ,(SCRATCH), over the designated course.

    Individual adjustments may be required depending on any prizemoney taken, or the

    position each rider finishes (in  previous handicaps.) He/she may be moved forward

    or back to another group on the basis of ability to perform at the current mark.(time)

 If a rider gains an advantage by starting on the wrong mark he/she will be disqualified.

    NEW RIDERS WILL BE ASSESSED AFTER HIS/HER FIRST HANDICAP.
                  IMPORTANT NOTES: READ CAREFULLY.   
     A rider returning to racing after an absence, will normally start in his/her previous        

     grade or mark, however, in cases of serious illness or injury, the handicapper will use

     his discretion.  

     Any queries or complaints about your grade or mark should be taken verbally or in

     writing to the riders reps,who will help to explain your allocated position in any race   

     by obtaining statistics from the handicapper.
